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One Day Home Staging & Redesign
Realtors:  Are you dealing with offensive household smells?  House-itosis?
Bad smells are a top buyer turn-off and it’s a shame because there’s usually an easy, inexpensive fix.
Here are top do’s and don’ts.  Bad odors are a “tipping point” for prospective buyers and can make them walk away from a property, usually without saying why.  (Hey, it’s not easy to say “this place stinks.”)
1. Clean everything!   Things like walls may not have been cleaned in years. 
2. Use bleach and vinegar:  Bleach for cleaning toilets and tubs.  Vinegar for floors and counters.    
3. For severe, overpowering smells (like curry): ozone generators or repainting.
4. Use baking soda or chunked up charcoal (like you’d use for a grill), in plastic or tin foil trays.  Remove before showings.
5. Clean your carpet.  Rent a shampoo machine or hire a pro.  Replace shag or deep pile.
6. Deal with pet smells.  We love our furry buddies but they SMELL.  Clean the cat box DAILY.  Wash pet beds, bedspreads, sheets, slip covers, etc. and anywhere  the little fur balls sleep.  
7. Teenagers and babies also have their own unique  “aromas”.  Wash their laundry daily.
8. Use Fabreze and fabric softener sheets.  Spray Fabreze everywhere at least 30 minutes before a showing.  Place dryer sheets in basements, garages, etc. a day ahead, then remove.  
9. Use a dehumidifier.  When you remove the damp, you eliminate smells. 
10. Launder everything that captures cooking, cigarette or other smells...  Drapes, curtains, bedspreads, slipovers, pillows, etc.
11. Don’t use heavy oils, incense, infuser oil/sticks,  or potpourri.  Buyers get very suspicious.
12. Proceed cautiously with scented candles.  Light scents (like citrus) are OK in one room only.
13. Never leave trash in the house during showings—ever!  Take it out early and often
14. Kitchen smells:  baking brownies or bread can be intoxicating but buyers are very savvy.  It can signal you’re hiding something.  Clean is better than any added aroma.
15. Beware leaving windows open, especially in cold weather.  It’s another tip-off  about odors.
16. Don’t overdo your Chanel or Old Spice.  Spray near an open window.  Better yet, do it in the car.    
17. Check the garbage disposal:  run a half lemon or lime to refresh, especially before a showing.
19. Give up cigarettes, cigars or pipes inside when your home is for sale.  Move the weekly poker gang to another venue.
20. Don’t overlook air conditioning and heating filters.  Change anything old.
Don’t kid yourself into thinking “My house doesn’t smell THAT bad…buyers will understand.”  Buyers DON’T overlook smells, they just move on to a different property. 
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